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1. On 13 'ay 1951 between nine and twelve o'clock in the evening, the closing
gessisn of the transportation conference was held in Guatemala City. About
six hundred persons were present; stage decorutions were approximately the
sam as for the opening session; guests of honor on the stage were representa-
tives and delegetes of the Federacion Sindical rundial {FS), the Confederacion
de Trabe jadores de Americva Latina {CTAL), and the Guatemalan transportaticn
uni.cns. Not one high government functicnary was identified among those present.

2, 'he opening speaker wus Virgilio Guerra, Salvadoran, an ofticial of the Con—
federacion de Trabajsdores de Guatemala (CTG) and Secretery Geueral of the Tiood
and Glass Union, who pronounced the "palabias de alausura.”

3. second speaker was the Chilean member of the Chilean workers! confedera-
bion, Luis E, Sandovul, who referred to the success of the conference, and
then spolte of the pressure being exerted upen the working class in Chile by
the Chilean Covernment. . lle blamed the troubles of his confederstion on imperi-
alisu in Ch'le. He said that in spite of everything, the Chilean workers were
supporting all CTAL and ¥ST resolutions and were centinuing o struggle for
politicsl, social, and economic independence.

4. Rensto da totts, Brazilian, member of the Brazilian workers?’ confederation,
spoka in Portuguese. He first thanked the Suatesalan peoplsc for their courteoua
recepti n of him. e then described the form and development of the Brazilian
labor movenent -nd pledged unconditicnal support to the FSY and the UTAL o

5. ‘the next speaker wzs laurice Carrove of France, vice-presidsnt of the Agricultur-
8l and Porestry werkers ' International Trade Union. He begin his apeech with
8 history of the FS!! since 1920. He referred to the role of Prench labor in
the Second Jorld .ar, and spoke of the forces of laber uaificotion operating
in France since 1939, blaming prescnt labor troubles cn United States® insti-

~ gation of the Third “orld Jar. He praised the important contributicn to peace

being riade by French transportation werkers in blocking by any means ab hand
the delivery of war materiel to Indo-China or other war theatres. (arious
assurad OCuat:mala that the French people were pacifistic and making every effort
to bloek impe.ialist attewphs to cause the M™ew war." e said they were opposed
to the -anufacture of war waterials, preferring to produce materials that assured
peace, uarlos iamuel Pellecer translated Carroue’s speech froa French into
Spanish, as he had done at the opening session for Louis Saillant.
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The Pifth speaker was Vicente Lonbarde Toledanc, who began by calling the
cecasicn an unforgettabls one for Guateralan labor beczuse the conference

was closing with all preparations completed for the unification of the farm
and worker moverierts into a8 single organisation {eentral unica) in spite of
the efforts of U.S, imperialists to diseredit and defane the ucrk, Loubardo
seconded the words of Louls Seillant in resssuring the workers of Guatamela
at this mowent, or ths threshold of their battle, that they werz supported by
thoussnds and thousands of workers everywhere in the world. Ie remindzd the
workers of their responsibilities to the orgenizaticr of the new workerfarmer
cantral, the success of which depended upon each and every worker and larner.
He deried that this organization was & plot against the gowernment and the
people of Guate.cla, but rather that it wac indispensable for tae sonquest of
8ll workers’ rights, such as tho right of assembly, freedom of spesch, the
right to strike, and so ferth. He clased by propesing cheers: 7"V¥iva 1a Central
Unica de Guatenala®; "Viva la CTAL"; and "Vive la FSUL"

Virgilic Guerra anncunced that Vietor !lanuel Gutierresz had an iaportan’ notice
to give the Guate .lan workers. OCutiecrez then stated that at an extraordinary
session attended by the (VAL and F§ representatives and by twenty-eight dele-
gales from the executive comnittees of fermer and worker unions, it had been
defiritely decided to cresie "la Cenbral Sindieal Unica de Guatecals,” and that
organizetion was beginning immediately to plsn & gensral assembly %o be attended
by all workers of Guatemala from which would be chosen the officers of the
Central Unica,

Virgilio Guerra then returned to asncunce the final pard of the lust session

of the conference and to read nessagrs of congratulation signed by Luis Cardoza
¥ Aragor and by the Ixecutive fommittce of the Alianza de lz Juventud Denoeratics
Guetenalteca (AJDG). le anndunced ihat by the end of next July the pro-peace
conittes would send over one hundred thousand signatures for peace to the
Stoeckholn appeal. He also apnounced the Jorld Congress of [emocratic Youth

to be held beginning on 20 August in Berlin, for which a delegaticr from the
AJLG was being selected.

The final speaker was Louis Sailluat, who talied of the need Cor unity, and
eited the Spanish Repub.ican strile in Nati-nalist Spalr, saying that everyone
knew how the strikers had unified their efforis ageiust Franco, e said every-
one knew how much sacrifics the Republican comrades had made in order to consolie
date their forces, and that ncw, aappily, they were on the point of overthrowing
Franco., He thought that everyone wished that the Spanis.. Republicans could
soon lower the Nationalist flag end raise the red ba. ner of the Hepublicans,
Saillent then advised the workers ic use care in constructing the organization
of whet he called the "Central Unis: de Traba jadores de Guatemala," since they
would have Lo fight constantly sgainst divisionists, without fecr, and with
falth in the ultinate vietory of the world orgunization.

R A
Seillent, Carroue, and Lombardo Toledano departed for Lexico City via PAA
Flight Ho. 502 on 14 2y 195%. It wae not learned whebher Fernandes, (uzman,
and Ramirez also returnsd to [“exico City.

The activities of the six sessicns of the Transport Conference were sumpmarized

the conferencu accompiished two main cbjectives: a) the
ecision was reached to form a "Centril Unics® for Guatesnlan labor, and b) plans
were made to orgemize & new political laber party based on the Fartidoe Revolu..
cionaric Obrero de Guatemaia (PRCG).

The feurth session was held on 11 ifay 1751, ard was the first formal work session.
Invited delegates, representatives, and executive committees of the Confederscion
de Trabajedores de Guatemala (ITG), the Federscion Sindical de Guatemals {(Psc), aad
the Federacion Regivnal Central Qe Trabe jadores de Guatesala (FROTG) attended.
Only the secretaries-szeneral of the executive commitbeer had voizes or votes.

The pre-conference agenda were considersy and accerd was voted. The following
points on the agenda were considerad:
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a, Cuarantees of workers?! rights rhould be sought from menagesent ancd gowvern-
ment in fentral and Latin Amerlca.

b.  Iabor contracte shovld be planied and formulated,
¢, The right to ztrike should be :ecognized internatisnelly.
d. Trade hazards should be recognited,

e. “he right to assemble znd form utlons should be recognized wotionally and
jnternationally.

f£. Social security should be made b cover all itransport vorkers in the
Westerh lemisphere.

g.» Paid vacaiiors, better salaries, educaiblon, and better shelter should
be demanded.

. Mutuel co-operatlion awong 21l L-ansportation workers in latin Americs and
the world should be abttained,

i. leave plane setiled for the urifiecati n of all CGuatemslan workers,

Peinte ¢, e, and g were especiall; emphasized., Foint h was axtended to include
affording eans of travel tc each vorker te &ny place, thus facilitating the
interchange of idets and strengbha.ing the werld lzbor unification movement.,

2

Point i was coneidered at “ue fifil session.

The #ifth session was hold on 12 Nay, and the representatives of executive

and political coumittevs of the cafederations aid prineipal syndicate affiliates
attended. Among othevs, the repreventatives of the Sindicato de Accion ¥
Mejoramiento Ferrocsy:ilerc (SA'F) sk od out prowvinently. Feirt 1 of she agenda
was acted upon.

During the day of "3 ay, visibing delegabes and rewesentalives
visit Atitlen anc Antigua, Guate.ala, Iauwrice Carro.v and Le do Castillo
Flores visited the south ccast and the agricultural zmies of atla. On
14 "y 1951, the PS and CI.L representatives desarted for “axico (ity.

we. e wuken %Yo
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